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President’s Overview
King’s Old Boys’ Rugby Club is a rugby club that is known for being welcoming off the field, yet formidable on
the pitch. We’re known to have a laugh, a beer and a sledge (Bryan Ross!). We work and study all over
Sydney and originate from countries around the globe. We’re a club that has been built upon mateship and a
passion for the game they play in heaven. If you were to measure season 2012 against these values, it is
hard to describe this year as anything but a great success.
While there is plenty of room for improvement, the success we had was no fluke. Planning for the season
began in October 2011 and the 7 ‘P’ approach of Proper Prior Preparation Prevents Piss Poor Performance
was adopted. A key focus for the committee in 2012 was on player recruitment and coaching. These areas
were our key shortcomings in 2011 and in order to address these issues a strategy was developed and
documented. The strategy outlined our goals and objectives in this area and included tactics to achieve these
goals, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Promotion and events including UTS ‘O’ Day, new player hat giveaway and a ‘rego’ night
Media relations
Formal and informal networking
Social media and online such as twitter, facebook and the Kobweb
Advertising

The strategy document gave the committee focus and a point of reference to use throughout the season. As
with any strategy, some components were more successful than others. The greatest success was the
frequent and enthusiastic engagement of players on the facebook group “KOBs Rugby 2012” and with
@kobweb on twitter. The comments posted were generally positive and informative, however a few
comments and tweets had to be moderated. We will continue to investigate the best way to use these tools to
be inclusive and appropriate for all audiences.
The success of our social media presence was paired with frequent updates on www.kobweb.org.au including
game and training information and the return of the ‘Rug Rag’ newsletter. Our resident scribe Hugh Cavill
dished out regular, hilarious articles which were lapped up by his substantial following. Frequent, engaging
updates lead to 2012 registering the most ‘hits’ on the Kobweb site throughout the season, and on any
individual day since the 2010 1st grade Premiership.
The ultimate measure of the success of our strategy is in player and coaching numbers. It was particularly
pleasing to see so many new players this season including several men from UTS, a few Frenchmen, half of
Fiji, more King’s School Old Boys’ and even some TKS gappies. After a tough end to the season through
injury and overseas holidays, it could be forgotten that we had an abundance of new talent come into the club.
There is no doubt that this is in large due to focussed recruitment methods outlined in the strategy and
effective delivery by the committee and several key club figures.
It was disappointing that coaching recruitment did not have the same success as player recruitment in
delivering our target number of new coaches to the club. Nonetheless, we were ably guided on the field by
our coaches Alex Deane, Kyle Loughlin, Al Metcalfe and Mathieu Nunez. Our goal for 2013 will be to retain
and expand that group through targeted recruitment and offering incentives such as travel allowances and
further training and accreditation opportunities. Coaching was identified in the 2012 club survey as an area
that requires improvement and the committee will allocate sufficient resources to ensure that the coaching
shortage issue is address.
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The primary goal of a rugby club is on field success, however there is a lot that goes into building an
environment in which this can occur. This includes sourcing and converting sponsorship opportunities,
managing the budget, developing and refining operational processes to run in a financially sustainable
manner and engaging the player and supporter group to foster a sense of pride in the club. In this regard, we
met and exceeded many of our targets. The Treasurer’s Report will describe improvements in sponsorship
secured, registration revenue and our year on year cash position. Further, we hosted several successful
events including the inaugural Boat Race, a Cocktail Party with 90 past and present players and supporters,
‘Back to the White’ day, a ceremony for Owen Craig’s 300th game and tours to Orange and Cairns. Given the
widespread changes to personnel at the club in 2012, we made a conscious symbolic change by returning to
Navy Blue shorts for the first time since 2006. I look forward to continuing to build this current generation of
KOBs next season.
2013 is an exciting prospect. From the committee’s perspective, we have identified several areas that will be
a focus based on our observation and feedback from the club survey. We have some preliminary ideas on
these topics but if you have any ideas on these or other topics, please let us know. The areas include:
•
•
•
•

Reliable training ground
Coaches
Engaging Colties for sustainable player numbers for the club
Developing a new group of leaders

This year has been very challenging for me as a first term President however I was supported (and often
carried) by a fantastic committee. I’d like to personally thank the whole committee for their massive efforts on
behalf of myself and the club. Without this focussed and passionate group of individuals the club wouldn’t
exist.
Finally, I encourage anyone and everyone to keep getting involved at the club. If you have good ideas and
want to see them implemented at the club, put your name forward and join the committee. No one is too
young or too old and no idea is too obvious. Being on the committee is a rewarding experience and adds
value to both your personal and professional life. If the committee is not for you, that is fine. I implore
everyone to talk about your good ideas, help out where you can and most importantly, do not sit idly, unhappy
with the club as it is. Do something about it!
Best wishes,
Toby Buchanan
President
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Club Captain’s Annual Report
It amazes me every year how long each season feels whilst you’re in the thick of it; battling away week in
week out to defend the pride of KOBs, then all of a sudden… it’s off season and you wish for some insane
reason that you could be playing again!
Looking back on the year of 2012, it has truly flown by. There have been some monumental successes on
the field as well as some that were not quite as good. But my job is not to bore you with match reports
because as we all know, Cav has provided some of THE best reading material throughout the year that I
simply cannot match. I’d just like to make mention of the countless games where blokes backed up – hauling
ass – and gutsed out great wins for the club, particularly towards the back end of the season when we really
needed it! Cheers lads!
The social season kicked off this year with our annual trip to the Orange 10’s, which saw a fairly familiar crowd
of piss-heads mingling with some of the newer faces of the club. Honorable mention must go to Coach
Deane’s “dark horses” – Andre “Pumba” Candido and Maxime “Dusautoir” Fontes, who really showed early
that they would be good quality assets to the club for the season ahead! (Big Maxy has just recently finished
up his big game hunting season, bagging some local cougars up in Cairns last weekend, and has many
stories from rugby down-under to take back to the Frenchies at home.) From this trip, there were a few close
run-ins with the law – youngster Rob Lagudi and Charlie “it’s simple - Mavity” Pembroke-Birss may attest to
that.
This year saw the inaugural “KOBs Regatta” take place where champions (definitely rigged), and club legends
for their on-field success, ‘Team Love Boat’ from 3rd Grade took home the silverware.
Many good post-match speeches took place again this year and it’s definitely building back up to the level
they have been in era’s past where Club Captains were elected purely on their ability to scull copious amounts
of beer – with Boggy the exception of course… that bloke couldn’t scull a glass of water!
I was very regretful to have missed both the Balmain streakers but more importantly the KOBs Annual ‘Back
to the White’ Day that I heard was a truly fantastic day and one that I’m very glad to see becoming a steadfast
tradition for the club.
We had a wonderful and very successful Cocktail Party for 2012 which saw us celebrating the 30th and 25th
anniversaries of the 1982 & 1987 1st Grade and 2nd Grade Premiership teams. It was great to be able to
share the occasion with some of the players from those Premiership teams and to hear a few insights from
past Coach & President, David Vale, into how footy was back in their day!
We had many great nights at The Nag’s which included; our first “Rego Night”; a Trivia night headed up by
Gussy Rutherford; as well as countless chicken schnitties & thousands of beers. Thanks again for their
support of the club throughout the year and we look forward to continuing to build our relationship.
Massive thanks must go to all of the guys who stepped up this year with particular mention to those on the
Executive Committee (Buchanan, Rutherford, Marshall, Cavill and J. Moule). A lot of the work that goes on
behind the scenes by these guys literally holds this club together and we owe a lot of thanks to them for their
tireless efforts. Also, a special mention of thanks from myself must go to Gussy Rutherford for helping out in a
huge way in taking on the Club Captain duties when I was unable to fulfill them.
Tim Moule
Club Captain
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1ST Grade Annual Report
The start of the 2012 season kicked off with a bang as we enjoyed clean sweeps over Epping and St Ives in
our trial games. This included two very convincing wins in 1st Grade, coming away with a theoretical 4 try
bonus point in both games, and we were looking a very strong outfit for the year.
Approaching Round 1 we had a full team at trainings and some great sessions, including our best of the
season with current Wallabies Team Manager, Bob Egerton. It inevitably showed what training can do for the
result on Saturdays. The first game against Petersham we fielded in my opinion our strongest team of the
year and I keep thinking of the season that could have been had we been able to field that side all year. We
showed a lot of grit and determination against a far bigger side, with our little guys wearing them down early.
KOBs came away with a 25-5 bonus point win – a very convincing win against a side that would eventually
finish third on the ladder. Points went to Gorrie 1, Pagey 2 and Fordy 3.
Round 2 would prove to be a monstrous challenge; a game which was meant to be at home ended up
somewhere near Cronulla against Oatley, making it to the ground was a victory in itself! After a few injuries
from the week before and people merely cowering at the thought of a game in a different state we fielded a
very different side. Oatley as expected were big and physical, dominating us at the breakdown and beating
us with offloads in the tackle. The score blew out to 35-7 at half time. The second half was a different story
and what could only be described as the best half time chat on record proved most effective. We came out
firing, Anstey got sin binned for a late shoulder charge and Frank the Tank was taking hits from every angle.
We ended up coming away with a 4 try bonus point loss 42-31 to the eventual runners up and won the second
half 24-7.
After the first 2 brutal rounds we limped into the next few rounds, still without a home game, we had St Ives
away next and dusted them up 32-8 with our third consecutive bonus point match. The stars were Fordy
causing havoc at inside centre, Toby leading from the front and our French superstar Aurelien showing off his
genuine talent both off the boot and with a superb passing game.
Balmain was next on our radar, the boys were very fired up and Badman called dibs on Brian Ross’ melon.
Balmain had recruited heavily and were clearly in a salary cap breach to rival the Melbourne Storm. The
Eels... I mean KOBs, who were never in doubt of such a salary cap breach, were keen to show that we
weren’t the minnows. Within 5 minutes the Badman did not disappoint, getting Brian with a belter, much to
the peanut galleries pleasure. We went into halftime down 13-6, Balmain had all the possession and territory
and the boys did an amazing defensive job against our well drilled opponents. The end score of 36-9 didn’t
reflect the game with some unlucky full length tries late in the second half blowing the score line out. A
massive effort from all... points went to everyone because I’m a nice coach.
During the next few rounds, our numbers were leaning out and cracks started to open. We got away with a
last minute try against UNSW to win 25-21. It was a fast paced, aggressive game and a win is a win so I
won’t complain. Round 6 was up next against Forest at King’s, another tough game and a devastating 19-18
loss. This unfortunately started a bit of a mid-season slump as we went down in two more tight games, 20-11
to Lindfield and then 19-14 to Briars. We were still sitting mid table at this point and only 2 points out of the
top 4 thanks to our early bonus points.
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Round 9 was then Newport at Kings and what a game it was. We cruised to victory 44-15 after a monstrous
game from our new fly-half Mitch Harris and a dominating game from our tight 5... Except for Doddy, who
doesn’t remember much from that game. This match was the last for many of our first grade before departing
to Europe and Thailand for a few weeks – this really tested our depth.
After a washout and a bye we were into the back end of the season. This half of the year would really test the
character of some of the guys with our numbers now very low. To their credit each and every one of them
stood up, often playing 1 or 2 games before taking the field in first grade. Oatley were our first challenge and
although we came away with a loss a few positives came from it. Whitto is still capable of out-scrummaging
the biggest packs around, TK rekindled his love for the front row and so did our Fijian superstar Luke
Warwick-Smith.
After regaining some momentum on the back of a successful day on The White Oval against St Ives, winning
28-13, we then faced Balmain at Blackmore and I think I’ll leave it at that. A few honourable mentions though
to our tight 5 clearly being the smaller pack they held on at every scrum and lineout, Dan ‘the Funky Man’
Obrien on his first grade debut showed off his ‘belly bump’ out wide and Timmy Gilmore rekindled some of his
youth at the back of the scrum.
The next few weeks were tough... very tough, almost as tough as Cav! We had a few tough games on the
back of many injuries and Uni holidays still in full swing so ill fast forward to the final round. Essentially, it was
a must win against Briars to avoid relegation and finish the season on a high. Everyone that went onto the
field that day (except Jordan, who was more interested in how his hair was looking on the wing) stood up to
the task and had a blinder. We came away with a bonus point win 27-15 to top off a great day for the club.
This season although very patchy did show glimpses of brilliance. The Moule’s again proved a force to be
reckoned with, Tobes showed true grit and determination all year with a huge workload, and Wolley showed
what an athlete he is backing up every weekend. It revealed some fresh new talent in Luke and Mark
Rowntree, Kyle James and of course our French heartthrob Aurelien. We found the baddest man on the
planet. We saw the world’s worst side step from Jordan and we also added some wise old men in Luke and
Mitch Harris.
KOBs that played First Grade in 2012:
Ben Luke, Jarred Luke, Nick Opperman, Simon Minns, Tim Moule, Rob Lagudi, Peter Whittington, Matt
Leonard, Nick Sergeant, Luke Warwick-Smith, Josh Moule, Ben Dodd, Toby Buchanan (c), Nick Wolley,
Tomasi Vunivalu, Mike Lagudi, Badman, Christian Anstey, Dan Carter, Joe Timbs, Mark Rowntree, Tim
Gilmore, Brendan Davis, Adam Te Kiri, Julian Ashmore, Brendan Gow, Brad Lewthwaite, Ned Jeffries,
Andrew Gorrie, Matt Tuck, Ravin Kumar, Alex Deane, Luke Rowntree, Kyle James, Matt Page, Steve
McCann, Aurelien Bouthier, Mitch Harris, Luke Harris, Josh Heffernan, Jordan Phelan, Elia Morisio, Simon
Wotton, Steve Styles, Richie Croft, James North, Dan O’Brien, Ben Wales, Josh Toole, James Ford, Ryan
O’Connor, Gus Rutherford, Tim Coates.
Cheers for a great season,
Deano
Alex Deane
st
nd
1 & 2 Grade Coach
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2ND Grade Annual Report
At the start of the 2012 season I was convinced we had what it would take in our ranks to come away with a
2nd Grade Premiership. We looked strong in pre-season and most of the team were made up of a
successful Colts side from 2011. Add the likes of Boggy, Houghy and Gloss winding back the clock and we
had a perfect mix of a youthful running game and the wisdom of 500+ games between 3 guys.
The problem with my formula was evident in the second round against Oatley. Brad, playing at Inside Centre
had the aerobic capacity of a 40 year old prop and Gloss was throwing intercept passes that would have
even made Chris “Rat” Lucas proud, if he had turned up. It was a very flawed plan. At season end we only
came away with 5 wins, however Second Grade is typically the hardest grade to win and a strong Second
Grade is usually a credit to the clubs depth. This is something we’re still building and which we greatly
lacked during the June/July Uni holidays with the addition of some weary old bodies.
Although it was a long hard season for 2’s, there were plenty of positives to come out of it and there were
glimpses of brilliance. Simon Minns, Brendan Davis, Brendan Gow and Richie Croft were always pushing for
a First Grade spot with consistent performances and Boggy was showing great leadership of the pack
playing with a busted ankle/knee/hand/nose/face just about every week.
The highlight for me in Second Grade was our 2 wins against Lindfield, both essentially being away games,
they were both convincing victories and for some reason it felt almost as good as beating Barker. Can’t wait
to beat them both next season! It made for an even better win the second time when we effectively ruined
any finals chances they had and poor old Kyle was on the receiving end of a fired up and cranky Lindfield
coach keen to share his opinion of us to him.
Although there wasn’t a great deal of coaching involved with 2’s this year it was a true credit to those guys
who kept turning up each week. Even though the results didn’t go our way it was still a pleasure to be
involved in the “Silky Seconds”. Big things will be coming our way next season boys!
Alex Deane
st
nd
1 & 2 Grade Coach
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3RD Grade Annual Report
I believe it is fair to mark down the year 2012 as the year the Blunt Cup slipped out of the hands of the King’s
Old Boys’ Rugby Club. Kob’s 3rd grade gave it everything, played some very impressive rugby and had a
number of fine performances off the field, but unfortunately we stumbled at the final hurdle.
The season started a little slow while the team came together, the first five matches being undecided until
the final whistle and the largest margin being a mere 4 points. Week 8 was a tough week on the paddock, we
went down to a club that I believe every man that has put on a Kobs jersey has a strong dislike of, Briars.
The loss was only by 10 points and was played in miserable conditions, however we knew we had to step up
a gear going forward if we were to be a force. That is exactly what happened. We started training 2 nights a
week (most of this training took place in the rain, with very little light on about 50m2 of grass/dirt) but most
importantly we upped our social activities. As you can see on the table below, we didn’t record a loss in the
final 10 rounds. We finished 2nd on the ladder, 1 point behind Petersham, with a stat on our side that every
coach likes to see the best defensive record in the comp with only 125 points being scored against us.
Round
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
Semi Final
Preliminary Final

Opponent
Petersham
Oatley
St Ives
Balmain
UNSW
Forest
Lindfield
Briars
Newport
Oatley
St Ives
Balmain
UNSW
Forest
Petersham
Lindfield
Newport
Briars
Petersham
Briars

Result
0-3 Loss away
12-15 away win
17-14 Away Loss
7-7 Home Draw
10-14 Away win
28-7 Home win
27-0 Home win
15-5 Away loss
25-8 Home win
12-13 Away win
36-0 Home win
0-3 Away win
17-0 Home win
5-36 Away win
15-15 Away Draw
7-40 Away win
0-34 Away win
12-7 Home win
5-8 Loss
11-19 Loss

The semi-final against Petersham was a really tough loss to take. We went into the match expecting a tough
fight and that is exactly what we got. Running into the gale that was roaring in the first half we defended in
our 20m for the majority of the first half, through another one of Dave Smith’s brilliant tries we went to the
break with a 5-3 lead. With the wind at our backs we let our guard down, that is when Petersham kicked up a
gear, our game plan fell apart and we started making silly decisions, which resulted in the final result going
Petersham’s way 5-8.
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We knew there would be no love loss in the prelim final against Briars. We were 1-1 for the season, but
having beaten them just 2 weeks earlier we knew how to beat them. I’m still bitter about the result. I think all
the boys in the team will be for a while to come. I’m not saying “we was robbed”, but with a penalty count of
50-2 to Briars and a ridiculous penalty try being awarded to Briars in the final 10 minutes, chants of “Let the
boys play” were definitely being belted from the crowds. I guess I should take some solace in the fact that a
touchy was very apologetic to me after the match… I don’t.
Enough of that, lets focus on the positives of the season, and there were plenty!

•
Al Metcalfe joined the coaching ranks and was pivotal in turning our season around. Al has great
rugby knowledge and his enthusiasm was the kick our team needed. Thank you Al for putting in the time and
effort throughout the season the whole team really does appreciate the effort you made.
•
The forward pack was unstoppable this season scoring 26 of the 51 tries. Dave Smith topped the try
scoring table for the Blunt Cup with 10 tries, Brendon Boulos, Derek Macartney and myself came equal 4th
with 5. For a prop to finish the season with that many tries is bloody impressive, maybe we should shift
Brendon to 10 next season?
•
The addition of Daniel “Zach” Ellison into the 2nd row in his first season of rugby was exciting to
watch. As the season went on, we came to realise why he goes by two names: no one man could possibly
contain all that enthusiasm. And between rocking up in his FuBU ghetto gear to training and gnawing in to
defenceless opposition players – it's fair to say we wouldn’t have been the same without him
•
Luke Warwick-Smith wasn’t just a great addition to the team but also the club. Luke was prepared to
play in any position for any team and regularly did. To me the character Luke showed is what subbies rugby
is really all about, playing rugby with a group of mates and having a blast doing it. The club could do with a
lot more blokes like Luke (which we would have if Luke could fit them in his van!)
•
The tight five we took to the field with this season was intimidating for most teams to say the least.
Poor Lindfield didn’t win a single scrum against us the second time they faced us. With the spots being
shared by Brendon Boulos, Nick Novak, Ed Love, Zach, Benny Boulos and Luke Warwick-Smith.
•
Andrew Macvicar stepped up from 4th grade last season and showed vast improvement. He was
solid in defence all season and took out the 2012 Bundy Big Hit.
•
Andre Agassi joined us mid-season, fresh out of a stint in rehab trying to treat a severe meth
addiction. Going under the alias “Ryan O’Connor” did his bit to show that Americans can be damn handy on
the rugby field. Ryan was a great addition to our side with the 10 jersey on his back, finishing as top
pointscorer. Unfortunately Ryan took each weeks weight cut with a bit too much seriousness, as Ward Ave in
the Cross can attest
•
Our flankers Ravin Kumar, Tom Riley and James Metcalfe were all brilliant. From making 100
tackles a game (Ravin’s personal stat – yet to be backed up by any real hard evidence), being thrown in the
air at lineouts or pilfering the ball, they were everywhere.
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•
Derek Macartney proved that there are South Africans that can play footy better than they can talk
about playing footy. Although he did spend the entire season trying to prove the opposite on the touch park.
He shifted between 9, 10 and 13 and was dangerous in all three positions.
•
Once again this season we were blessed with the skills of Charlie Crane the IV, well when he wasn’t
Heli-skiing, visiting his castles in Europe and collecting money from the local Serfs.
•
Mark Rudman had a great year at 12. His defence was second to none and he was at his best this
season with ball in hand. With Jimmy Armstrong at 13, our centre combination clicked this year. While they
gave away the size advantage every week, they never came off second best. Now if we can just get Mark to
show up on time and get Jimmy the f--k off the BBQ in time to warm up, we’ll be OK!
•
I really enjoyed being part of the outside backs this year. We rotated around a fair bit with Alejandro
“Argie” Hambouris, Steve Marshall, Andrew Macvicar and myself sharing the back three spots. Argie showed
his skill once again this season, in defence and attack he is always reliable, the power he runs the ball with is
simply impressive to watch. Steve Marshall played most of the year at 15 for us, he saved our backsides a
number of times both under high balls and as the last line of defence.
•
Most importantly 3rd grade took out the club boat race this season. While a lack of competition was
one factor at play, the skill of “Ed’s Loveboat” really shouldn’t be overlooked.
•
The days of the War of Independence were brought back to life with the addition of Ryan and Riley.
This time it wasn’t the US of A at stake, it was the label of this years Mansfield. With Riley honing the art of
the Houdini, and Ryan consistently getting so belted he couldn’t get home, the result was a resounding win
to the US, yet again
•
A very special thanks goes to the guys that played multiple grades this year, the 4s and colts that
backed up when needed and those that had celebrity appearances. To Owen Craig, Adam Te Kiri, Kyle
James, Hugh Cavill, Luke Martin, Jimmy Mathers and Tim Moule we wouldn’t have made it to the finals
series without you boys. (Apologies to anyone I have missed)
Personally I would like to thank the committee for another great year at Kobs. There is a core group of lads
that put a lot of hours into making the club work each week and I think they do a great job. I had the task of
“coaching” 3s and 4s this season but really without people like Steve Glossop finding and motivating players
for 4th grade each week, Al Metcalfe coming on board with 3s, Brendon Boulos, Ed Love and Derek
Macartney helping guide the 3s, Hugh Cavill running the sideline for 4s for a large part of the season, Alex
Deane playing, running the sideline and getting players to turn up, the Moule collective running the sideline
in 3s and 4s and countless other people at the club that helped with 3s and 4s, then I really would have
looked like a disorganised mess and the club would have struggled to get a team on the park each week. So
a huge thank you goes to all who made 2012 a great season to be part of KOBS!
Kyle Loughlin
rd
3 Grade Coach
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4TH Grade Annual Report
“There was a time when gods walked the Earth, when warriors were heroes. Their battles and
conquests became legend, and the legend lives on. This is the hour of the Gladiators”
Introduction, TV show ‘Gladiators’ (1998)
When looking at the 4th Grade season of 2012, the thing that immediately comes to mind is the smash hit TV
show of the late 1990s Gladiators. The above quote perfectly describes the men of KOBs 4th grade- Gods,
Warriors and Gladiators, battling for eternal glory in the cut-throat arena of the Richardson Cup. In the end
we finished a very respectable 6th place on the ladder, earning a thumbs up from the Emperor (Gloss) and
thus winning the right to recontest this most glorious crown in 2013.
The team was filled each week with fifteen of the finest men you will ever see- led by two men even finer (if
that is even possible). OC and Tom Smith shared captaincy duties with both turning in some incredible
displays of passionate leadership, blindly charging into the breach in the vain hope that the other 14 players
would follow. And follow they did. OC defied the critics who said he was ‘too green’ and ‘wet behind the ears’
to complete yet another brilliant season, taking out the coveted Best and Fairest crown. Tom Smith also put
in a great season to finish in a close 2nd.
61 other players pulled on the navy and white, however a small group who fronted up week in week out
deserve special mention. Luke Martin was a team stalwart and improved immeasurably as the season went
on. An abrasive ball-runner, he will undoubtedly fall through the ranks next season (as obviously 4ths is
widely recognised as the pinnacle). Noodles had a season some commentators describes as ‘mind-blowingly
spectacular’, and picked up the Player’s Player award. His versatility and physicality were something to
behold. Lachie Love and Al Wong both put in great seasons on the wing, showing a brilliant mix of speed,
skill and brutal defence. Mike Stokes played starring roles in both the forward pack and backline, as well as
being Carter-esque in front of goal. His conversion from the sideline against Newport was a thing of beauty.
Benny Russell and Matt Martin were also consistent contributors in the pigs, with Gus Rutherford and Ryan
Spiller propping up the backline. And then there was Gilmore, the shooting star who lit up the middle of the
season with his dynamic presence at the back of the scrum. Also worth mentioning are Max Fontes, Brendan
Howe, Meggo, Whitto, Sarge, Justin Gow, Ollie Hankin and Sam Newsome.
But the real champion of 4ths this season was Gloss. The grand old man of the club began the year as star
pivot and ended it as supercoach. He excelled in both roles, inspiring in both word and deed. The hours he
spent organising the team each week were also vital, so for that he must receive our hearty thanks. The man
is a genius, the patron saint of the triple-cutout. Thanks must also go to Kyle for his efforts, and Deano as
well.
To the season itself- like a good romantic comedy it featured highs, lows, ups, downs, devilishly handsome
men, John C. Reilly, complications, resolutions and a feel-good finish. Highlights include our long-awaited
first win of the season against Balmain, where Al Wong scored a try after the siren to get the chocolates,
dominant performances against Lindfield and Briars, gritty wins against Forest, Petersham and finally Briars
again to end the season on a high. Plenty of great tries were scored, plenty of big hits were made, and
occasionally we even won one of our own lineouts.
Lastly it would be remiss of me not to thank the crowd, who turned out each week in record numbers.
Conservative estimates put the average crowd at 12,500, but others have said it easily topped the 20,000
mark. But such was the quality of your character that just an hour later there was absolutely no sign you had
ever been there- rubbish was put away, celebratory fires were doused, and victory burnouts were confined to
the carpark. Thank you one and all.
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2012 was a good year for 4ths, and 2013 looks like it will be even better. I invite one and all to come down
and join the grade where boys become men, and men transcend the bounds of mortality to sit with the gods,
warriors and gladiators of ages past.
Hugh Cavill
th
4 Grade Chief Rugby Correspondent
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U21’s (Colts) Annual Report
The 2012 season of the Colties was a roller coaster. With a different team every week, injuries and players
coming and going all year and a novice French coach it was going to be a very interesting season.
The first and only trial was a classic Colts one. 10 minutes before start of the game we only had a handful of
players and for a first game as a coach it could not have started any worse. After a stressful wait and a few
phone calls we ended up with a full team by kick off and won convincingly against St Ives. The team looked
very promising with a good mix of experience and fresh blood.
The 1st round against Petersham saw a great performance from our forward pack which literally walked on
the smaller Shammies. DC, Wolley and Lagudi were leading the group with massive hit ups. With the
pressure off their shoulder the halves combination of Luke Rowntree and Josh Andrews had a great day
animating the attack and were using the space very well.
The next game against St Ives at St Ives was a bit of a nightmare. The team fell apart between Thursday
and Saturday with people pulling out for different reasons with people getting various injuries on Friday night
or just not waking up for the game. We managed to get only 14 players on the field for the first 20 minutes
which showed St Ives scoring 4 tries. Then later a few more players turned up and the team found its mojo
again. We started to comeback but we were too far behind and lost 33-17. Luke and Wolley had another
great game. Joe Regan usually a halfback was a revelation on the wing with some great runs.
Round 4 against Balmain was the birth of the core group of the Colts with the gappies joining us. Even
though we went down 19-7 due to some defensive mistakes Luke and Wolley had great game (again) and
Sam started his great season.
Round 5 against UNSW started very well with a 10-0 lead but UNSW fought back and won 17-10. The event
of the game was temporary coach Kelsall being ejected from the field by the ref for abusing him. Luke,
Pumba, Wolley and the gappies had a great game.
Round 6 against Forest at home was a tight game but we came out with a victory based on a strong defence
in the midfield and a great job from Luke and Kyle in directing the game. Wolley and Sam had a strong
performance as usual in the forward pack. The moose of the day went to Will Kelly who was put in open
space by Josh and for some reason dove 5 meters from the line and fumbled the ball a few meters from it.
Even the referee was laughing.
The next round against Lindfield was probably one of the best performances of the year. Gibbo scored the
club try of the year. Luke found a gap, passed the ball to Sam who popped it to Gibbo who ran 30 meters to
score the try. This was as well the first union game of Zenon aka “Sunshine”. Coming from league when he
received the ball in goal from a kick he wanted to avoid a line drop out and to my horror started to run the
ball. After beating half a dozen defenders he made it to half way and showed us all his potential. I was
boiling inside but after that run I could not say anything. We got the bonus point and it looked like the team
found its pace.
Unfortunately the next game against Briars was a complete different story. Under very wet weather and
against a very rough team we completely lost it. The pill was very hard to swallow after 2 consecutive wins.
The following game against Newport saw us going back to where we were at the beginning of the season
with players turning up late. Newport took an early lead and showed great things in the first half. In the
second half we fought back and Wolley scored a try converted by Kyle. Newport spent the rest of the game
in their half but their defence was too strong and held us up until the end.
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The game against Oatley was no different, they took a strong early lead and even though we fought back
well their defence held us up. Sam was a standout in that game and Wolley scored yet another try. Good
performance from DC, Kyle and Josh as well. During this game we had the dummy spit of the year as well
with Drew stripping down to his beautiful red underwear and wanting to play for Oatley in second half
because he was pulled out for a broken jaw.
We were half way through the season and it looked like even though we started gaining momentum we went
back to basics in the last 2 games. It could not have happened at a worst moment as the gappies were going
home and several players were off for a month on holidays.
Round 12 against St Ives was back to the white day and we were motivated to take our revenge against St
Ives. We had a very good game but St Ives was too strong and scored a try to win at the very last minute.
Our forward pack was impressive and our attack looked great. We were just let down by a couple of
mistakes in defence when our concentration dropped. Kyle James had a blinder with nearly a full house, 2
conversions, 1 penalty kick and 1 drop goal.
Next game against Balmain at Balmain we were reminded where we were with a massive sign WE ARE
BALMAIN although I really think it was just to remind all their imports who they play for :). As usual we were
behind by a couple of tries after 20 minutes and fought back. We were rewarded with a couple of tries but we
fell short (again) 29-20. Josh had a belter and Drew, Sam and Joe had a great game too.
The following game against UNSW was one to forget and I forgot with a 21-0 loss at home. At this point a lot
of people were out and we really struggled to get a team on the field. Several people played injured and we
could see the result on the field.
Round 15 against Forest started very well with an early lead, yes it happened I swear, but that day the ref
chose to only look on one side of the field and we got frustrated. We all lost it me included and Forest scored
several try to win convincingly. Another frustrating game to forget. This was the first game with our Fijian
imports and I was very disappointed the way it went.
Then wet weather weekend came up with a catch up game against Petersham. We continued our series of
bad loss 29-10.
Then came the game against Lindfield where we had 20 players on paper but only 13 turned up. We did
what we could and managed to keep up with Lindfield. In second half Kyle had a great inspiration and put
Drew through a gap with only one defender to beat. He had support on each side but decided to go by
himself and with one of the worst step I have ever seen he beat the defender and scored the try. In the end
Lindfield managed to come back and escape with a win thanks to their fullback who had a great game and
had fun with our defence. Drew was named man of the match and Kyle had a great game. I have to mention
that Spruce scored his first try and had a very good game too.
Next game against Newport I was not there but apparently we were very short of players and got smashed
50-0.
Finally came Briars for the last game of the season. We were all waiting for that moment to take our revenge.
Although I was not there thanks to Cavill's great match report I had a taste of the great performance the team
put on. We won convincingly 22-17 after a great performance from Sam, Luke and Gibbo. Matty Walters,
Dave Tang, Sejon Im, Spruce all had good games too.
This was a very nice way of ending the season and even though we did not win that many games we had a
great time with a great squad. I was a bit disappointed about our results but I was very happy about the spirit.
A lot of players put the effort week to week to turn up and play their best.
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With 5 games we lost by a narrow margin we could have done better but with nobody at training and people
turning up at the last minute I think we have done alright. On the social side of things it could not have been
better. Great turn up at all club events, best cougar hunting I’ve seen from Lachie, Drew and Hugo. We did
not manage to get Sam to skull a full beer but I have great hope he’ll get there soon. Great job from Matt
Walters for helping out organising things at the Nags. Thank you to Kyle to lead the team the way he did, you
will make a great club captain in the future. Finally I would like to thank Tim Moule and Jake Kelsall for their
help during the season.
Thank you everybody for the season and hope to see you all next year.
Mathieu Nunez
Colts Coach
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Financial Overview
Please refer to Appendix 1.
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Treasurer’s Report
This year has seen KOBs continue to build on its good financial position from previous seasons. The year
was started with a relatively fresh committee, and due to some budgeting uncertainty around sponsors etc it
was decided a conservative budget was to be implemented. Thanks must go to the other committee
members for working within these guidelines.
One of the improvements this year has been the collection of membership fees, which were boosted
considerably by the new ‘Rego night’ and follow ups. Having said this, we continue to be down on historical
levels and there is still an unwillingness of several members to contribute financially to the club. We were
also able to break even/register a small profit for the Back To White Day and Cocktail Party. These events
carry a degree of financial risk, and the hard work from organisers and support from the club/wider club
community is appreciated in making these both a success on the social and financial side of things.
The club has been fortunate to have the continued support of several sponsors this season, primarily with
the generous contribution of the TKS Old Boys Union. Valued support from The Nags Head Hotel and
Investec Bank has also been much appreciated again this year, with contributions also from The Rogers
Group, UTS Union, and new sponsor Frontline. We have also been fortunate to have in-kind support of the
King’s School for use of their fields, Front Row Media and Fine Wine Fine Food. Overall sponsorship levels
were down on last year and again it should be stressed the importance of players and the wider club
community engaging with our sponsors where possible in order to continue these relationships.
For the first time a weekly analysis of the BBQ was carried out this year and revealed reasonable profits
despite missing 3 home games due to weather. We have also improved our banking arrangements with
greater ease of transacting, Paypal access and reduction in associated fees. Our shareholdings have again
been involved in a difficult economic climate and have had an overall decline in value. On the whole,
expenses were kept within budget.
At time of writing prior to the AGM there are still some unresolved cash flows.but these are not anticipated to
negatively impact our position overall. At present on a cash basis we are looking at profit of approx $7K for
the season, and the club remains in a favourable net asset position.
Steve Marshall
Treasurer
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Registrar’s Report
God created the World in 6 days. On the 7th day He rested. On the 8th He created rugby, and on the 9th He
created the registrar, a man to rule the game He created just a day earlier. Sometime later He created
advanced online registration systems, and the world was complete. This is the background that you must
understand before we consider season 2012.
In previous reports my predecessor engaged in a complex breakdown of statistics, player numbers and other
pointless minutiae too dull to mention. Not this registrar. I prefer to take a more holistic view of the rugby
club- a man is not a number, or an island. So I will give detailed personal profiles of every one of our 170
registered players, beginning with Josh Andrews and ending with Joey Yarham. There is an average of 500
words per player, and it took me two months to write. It can be seen in Appendix A.
But on a more serious note, this year we ascended to the dizzy heights of a new ARU-designed online
registration system, a system that was so perfectly beautiful it brought grown men to their knees, and forced
them to weep in realisation that all they had worked for was meaningless, pointless, and they were destined
to die as failures. Or at least that was how it was pitched to us by the clowns at the ARU. In reality we had
significant teething issues, many of which were caused by their sloth-like response times to my emails. So
whilst there were positives (reduced costs and labour, ease of integration, more user-friendly for both player
and registrar) we ultimately had to rely largely on paper forms and manual entry. Which isn’t disastrous, but it
did mean a bit more work for me. I presume a lot of these issues will be fixed next year, as the system turns
from its current caterpillar state into the majestic butterfly we were originally promised. I have penned a
series of haiku (over 200) about my experience with the new system, and these can be found in Appendix B.
In the end we fielded significantly more players than in 2011, with roughly 20 more registered players on the
books. This is obviously a very good base on which to build for 2013. I think considering the inexperienced
committee (myself especially) this was a successful year on the rego front. Most weeks we fielded five sides
of registered players, and never had to resort to underhanded shenanigans. Next year should be bigger and
better, with a more savvy team of attractive, professionally-minded administrators combining with a more
advanced online registration system. In order to inspire us to these goals, I have painted nineteen
watercolours on canvas in the style of Rembrandt- showing the Kingdome and surrounds on a calm winter’s
afternoon. These can be found in Appendix C.
So to the demographics. The 2012 KOBs survey provided some revealing insights into the members of the
club- their age, school, location, likes, dislikes, hopes, dreams and favourite colours. I will provide a few
choice highlights now. Of the 50 respondents (a reasonable sample size considering we had only 80-100
regular players) it was shown the bulk of the club are between 21 and 27:
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It showed that whilst there are still a lot of Kings Old Boys, they only make up around 35-40% of the club:
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And we are scattered all over Sydney, but mainly in the Inner West and Eastern Suburbs:

This brings me onto my other roles for 2012- website major-general and social media captain. Both of these
mediums made big improvements on 2011. The club organisational Facebook page was a revelation,
enabling easy organisation and some good banter to build club culture. The more official KOBs page is
building slowly, and we must continue to promote it next season. The website saw increased content this
year, and as a result the number of pageviews rose dramatically. The return of humourous content was well
received, and will hopefully continue into 2013. The lack of video was the only negative. In order to stimulate
the club’s profile into 2013, I have written a three act play entitled ‘The Importance of Being KOBs’ , a
dignified Victorian period drama to be cast entirely with Moules and performed at the upcoming Sydney
Festival. The script along with some sketched costumes and set designs can be found in Appendix D.
I think I have just about covered everything. I apologise if this report was too dry for your delicate sensibilites,
so in order to ease the pain I have designed a multi-platform game with the people at EA Sports- KOBs
Rugby 2013. With advanced graphics, detailed profiles of all 170 registered players (with Fordy at skill level
100, me at about 95, right down to Gus at skill level 10), every Sydney Suburban ground, and commentary
from me, Gus and Boggy it is the perfect stocking filler for Christmas. EA Sports and KOBs- it’s in the game.
And it’s also Appendix E.
So in conclusion- 2012 was good, 2013 will be better. The online rego system will be better, we will be
ramping up the website (with the possibility of an online KOBs merchandise shop), and we will be more
efficient in registering new players as the season goes on. So get excited.
Hugh Cavill
Registrar
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Honorary Life Members of King’s Old
Boys’ Rugby Club
As at 7 October 2012
Grahame Anschau
Julian Ashmore
Richard Barron
Matthew Bonser
Bill Carpenter
Vin Cox
Owen Craig
Pat Cunningham
Andrew Dickinson
Dieter Fink
Garth Fletcher
Andrew France
Grahame Galloway
Steve Glossop
Dr Keith Harris*
Jon Hayward
Tony Houseman
Matt Ivers
Richard Jeffery
Dave Lennox
Stuart Nix
Charles Mason
Paul McGettigan
Col Oatley
Stuart Pass
Alex Rhydderch
Nick Sergeant
Ralph Sirmulis
Dave Vale
Stephen Harrison
Richard Weekes (Patron)
Peter Whittington
* Deceased
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